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SUBCHAPTER III—LIMITATIONS, 
EXCEPTIONS, AND PENALTIES

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

SHORT TITLE 

Certain provisions of this subchapter and subchapter 

II of chapter 15 of this title were originally enacted as 

section 3679 of the Revised Statutes, popularly known 

as the Anti-Deficiency Act. That section was repealed 

as part of the general revision of this title by Pub. L. 

97–258, and its provisions restated in sections 1341, 1342, 

1349 to 1351, and 1511 to 1519 of this title. 

§ 1341. Limitations on expending and obligating 
amounts 

(a)(1) Except as specified in this subchapter or 
any other provision of law, an officer or em-
ployee of the United States Government or of 
the District of Columbia government may not—

(A) make or authorize an expenditure or ob-
ligation exceeding an amount available in an 
appropriation or fund for the expenditure or 
obligation; 

(B) involve either government in a contract 
or obligation for the payment of money before 
an appropriation is made unless authorized by 
law; 

(C) make or authorize an expenditure or ob-
ligation of funds required to be sequestered 
under section 252 of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985; or 

(D) involve either government in a contract 
or obligation for the payment of money re-
quired to be sequestered under section 252 of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985.

(2) This subsection does not apply to a cor-
poration getting amounts to make loans (except 
paid in capital amounts) without legal liability 
of the United States Government. 

(b) An article to be used by an executive de-
partment in the District of Columbia that could 
be bought out of an appropriation made to a reg-
ular contingent fund of the department may not 
be bought out of another amount available for 
obligation. 

(c)(1) In this subsection—
(A) the term ‘‘covered lapse in appropria-

tions’’ means any lapse in appropriations that 
begins on or after December 22, 2018; 

(B) the term ‘‘District of Columbia public 
employer’’ means—

(i) the District of Columbia Courts; 
(ii) the Public Defender Service for the 

District of Columbia; or 
(iii) the District of Columbia government;

(C) the term ‘‘employee’’ includes an officer; 
and 

(D) the term ‘‘excepted employee’’ means an 
excepted employee or an employee performing 
emergency work, as such terms are defined by 
the Office of Personnel Management or the ap-
propriate District of Columbia public em-
ployer, as applicable.

(2) Each employee of the United States Gov-
ernment or of a District of Columbia public em-
ployer furloughed as a result of a covered lapse 
in appropriations shall be paid for the period of 
the lapse in appropriations, and each excepted 

employee who is required to perform work dur-
ing a covered lapse in appropriations shall be 
paid for such work, at the employee’s standard 
rate of pay, at the earliest date possible after 
the lapse in appropriations ends, regardless of 
scheduled pay dates, and subject to the enact-
ment of appropriations Acts ending the lapse. 

(3) During a covered lapse in appropriations, 
each excepted employee who is required to per-
form work shall be entitled to use leave under 
chapter 63 of title 5, or any other applicable law 
governing the use of leave by the excepted em-
ployee, for which compensation shall be paid at 
the earliest date possible after the lapse in ap-
propriations ends, regardless of scheduled pay 
dates. 

(Pub. L. 97–258, Sept. 13, 1982, 96 Stat. 923; Pub. 
L. 101–508, title XIII, § 13213(a), Nov. 5, 1990, 104 
Stat. 1388–621; Pub. L. 116–1, § 2, Jan. 16, 2019, 133 
Stat. 3; Pub. L. 116–5, § 103, Jan. 25, 2019, 133 Stat. 
11.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

1341(a) ..... 31:665(a), (d)(2)(last 
sentence related 
to spending and 
obligations). 

R.S. § 3679(a), (d)(2)(last sen-
tence related to spending 
and obligations); Mar. 3, 
1905, ch. 1484, § 4(1st par.), 33 
Stat. 1257; Feb. 27, 1906, ch. 
510, § 3, 34 Stat. 48; restated 
Sept. 6, 1950, ch. 896, § 1211, 
64 Stat. 765. 

1341(b) ..... 31:669(words after 
semicolon). 

Aug. 23, 1912, ch. 350, § 6(words 
after semicolon), 37 Stat. 
414. 

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘another amount avail-

able for obligation’’ are substituted for ‘‘any other 

fund’’ for consistency in the revised title.

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 252 of the Balanced Budget and Emergency 

Deficit Control Act of 1985, referred to in subsec. 

(a)(1)(C), (D), is classified to section 902 of Title 2, The 

Congress. 

AMENDMENTS 

2019—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 116–1, § 2(1), in introduc-

tory provisions, substituted ‘‘Except as specified in this 

subchapter or any other provision of law, an officer’’ 

for ‘‘An officer’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 116–1, § 2(2), added subsec. (c). 

Subsec. (c)(2). Pub. L. 116–5 inserted ‘‘, and subject to 

the enactment of appropriations Acts ending the lapse’’ 

before period at end. 

1990—Subsec. (a)(1)(C), (D). Pub. L. 101–508 added sub-

pars. (C) and (D). 

§ 1342. Limitation on voluntary services 

An officer or employee of the United States 
Government or of the District of Columbia gov-
ernment may not accept voluntary services for 
either government or employ personal services 
exceeding that authorized by law except for 
emergencies involving the safety of human life 
or the protection of property. This section does 
not apply to a corporation getting amounts to 
make loans (except paid in capital amounts) 
without legal liability of the United States Gov-
ernment. As used in this section, the term 
‘‘emergencies involving the safety of human life 
or the protection of property’’ does not include 
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